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Against the Grain is your key to 
the latest news about libraries, 
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subscription agents.  ATG is a unique 
collection of reports on the issues, 
literature, and people that impact 
the world of books, journals, and 
electronic information.

Unconventional ...
ATG is published six times a year, 
in February, April, June, September, 
November, and December/January. 
A six-issue subscription is available 
for only $55 U.S. ($65 Canada, $95 
foreign, payable in U.S. dollars), 
making it an uncommonly good buy 
for all that it covers.  Make checks 
payable to Against the Grain, LLC 
and mail to:

Against the Grain
c/o Katina Strauch
Post Office Box 799
Sullivan’s Island, SC  29482

*Wire transfers are available, email 
<kstrauch@comcast.net> for details, 
however, credit cards are the preferred 
alternative to checks ($25 fee applies).

CHARLESTON CONFERENCE Issue
PUBLISHING

Bet You Missed It................................. 8
by Bruce Strauch — What do R. L. Stine 
and Ringo Starr have in common?  Read 
about it here!
Random Ramblings........................... 56
Sex, Intellectual Freedom, and Academic 
Libraries by Bob Holley — Bob’s current 
research agenda seeks to show how honoring 
a commitment to intellectual freedom is not as 
easy as most librarians think it is.
Little Red Herrings............................ 60
Have We Reached the Proverbial Tipping 
Point? by Mark Y. Herring — Is the tipping 
point that we don’t know if the Internet is a 
boon or a boondoggle?
The Scholarly Publishing Scene........ 62
The Age of Acquiring by Myer Kutz — Myer 
has been looking for information about how 
scholarly publishing’s commercial sector has 
changed in the past decade.  His findings are here.

It’s High Time..................................... 64
The Efficiency Expert by Darby Orcutt — 
This new column will focus on the longer hori-
zon contexts and offer big ideas and questions 
relevant to our field.
And They Were There........................ 65
Reports of Meetings — In this issue we have 
the last installment of reports from the 2017 
Charleston Conference by Ramune Kubilius 
and her fabulous team of reporters.  And stay 
tuned, reports from the 2018 Charleston Con-
ference will begin publishing in our February 
2019 issue.
Straight Talk....................................... 70
Springer Nature Cancels €3.2 Billion IPO 
at the Last Minute by Dan Tonkery — What 
does this failed IPO mean for the library 
community?

BOOKSELLING AND VENDING
Both Sides Now:  Vendors and 
Librarians........................................... 74
What Happens Next? by Michael Gruenberg 
— In reality, “what happens next?” is a way 
for both the buyer and seller to stay focused 
on the job at hand which is buying and selling. 
Biz of Digital....................................... 75
Exploratory Evolution: Using Participatory 
Change to Rethink and Reorganize Digital 
Collections Services by Annie Benefiel, Jack-
lyn Rander, Matt Ruen and Leigh Rupinski 
— GVSU Libraries held a series of facilitated 
conversations to analyze the workflows, or-
ganizational structure, and overall support 
for the management of digital collections and 
repositories.
Being Earnest with Collections......... 78
Prepping the Future: A Call for Today’s 
Technical Services Librarians to Develop 
Tomorrow’s Leaders by Cara Mia Cal-
abrese — Cara and all of us! would appreciate 
feedback from ATG readers who share in a 
desire to promote technical services to the next 
generation of librarians.

Squirreling Away: Managing 
Information Resources & Libraries.....80
Boy, If Life Were Only Like This by Corey 
Seeman — All academic librarians are told 
that everything is free on the Internet, and that 
is not true.  But every time we answer these 
questions, it is rolling a boulder up the hill.  
Over and over again.
Stop, Look, Listen.............................. 82
OA Books Funding: The Next Phase by Dr. 
Sven Fund — The fact remains that what the 
market really needs in order to complement 
existing library-funded OA models is the aggre-
gation of single title funding or book processing 
charges (BPCs).
Collection Management Matters...... 84
Migrations and Migraines by Glenda 
Alvin — Putting people before processes 
and procedures, fosters strong team spirit, 
promotes unity of purpose, and helps get 
the job done, with little, if any residual 
negative attitudes.

TECHNOLOGY AND STANDARDS
Library Analytics: Shaping the 
Future.................................................. 72
A Case of Strategic Library Transformation 
Using Data Analytics: Chalmers University of 
Technology by Daniel Forsman — The ability 
to extract high-quality, timely, actionable insights 
for researchers, scholarly communicators, re-
search funders, and management from publica-
tion patterns and usage patterns would earn the 
library a seat at the table as an expert on how to 
increase the visibility and the impact of research.
Future Through the Past................... 85
Emerging Research Literature by Donald 
Beagle — Don has some reading recommen-
dations.

Considering Games and Gamification 
in Libraries & Associated Entities.... 86
In Praise of Real People — Being an ex-
amination of Immersive Participatory, 
Interactive Analog Games and Their Use 
in Education in General and Libraries in 
Particular….….before I forget by Jared 
Alexander Seay — What Jared has to tell us 
is spectacularly revolutionary.
Let’s Get Technical............................. 88
Taking the CIP Program into the  Future 
with PrePub Book Link by Caroline Sac-
cucci — This is about LC’s PrePubBook Link.


