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his selection of architecture books at-
T tempts to represent the best Western

buildings and architects in proportion
to their merit. These books emphasize design
methods, sources of design, types of materials,
and methods of construction. They generally
treat individual buildings as primary sources
in their own right and include design draw-
ings, record drawings, and building accounts.
Most have illustrations that show proportions
and details well enough to be useful for study.
They have permanent value for research, and
they deserve to be emulated as models of
research and presentation.

Books that are more about history than
architecture have been omitted as belong-
ing more to the category of history than to
architectural history. I have studied and
written about social history,
indigenous peoples,
and vernacular
architecture, and
I am well aware
of the importance
of these subjects
for studying the
development of
architecture. 1 re-
gret being unable
to include books
on indigenous and
vernacular architecture,
but these types of buildings
relate more to anthropology and should be in
other lists rather than this one. For example,
American Indians produced numerous great
monuments, but their buildings were mostly of
perishable materials and simple construction
with no spaces comparable the best buildings
in the history of architecture. I am not among
those who consider every igloo better than the
Pantheon.

I know of many books better researched,
written, illustrated, and produced than some
that I have included, but they are about less
significant buildings or architects. Such
excellent books deserve to be represented in
large libraries, but not in all libraries. Vanity
press books about living architects deserve
the lowest priority for acquisition funds. I
hope someone who knows more about Asian
architecture than I do will prepare a list similar
to this one.

Many titles that are included have been
reprinted less well than they were originally
printed. It would be ideal to have first edi-
tions of every title, but more useful to have
editions that can be circulated. Research
libraries should, of course, make available
copies of key titles in their original language
when it is other than English, but my list was
prepared for the general reader with a serious
interest in design and construction rather than
for specialists.
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This list is intended partly to help create a
demand for standard works that are in many
cases out-of-print, that have never been made
available in English translation, or that have
never been made available at a moderate price.
All of these titles deserve to be as widely
available as possible and to be kept in print
indefinitely.

Many great buildings have not had great
books written about them. Many deserve to be
represented by better books, but in my opinion,
all of the books listed have permanent value.
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